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Narrative 
Sturbridge is a small community located at the junction of Interstate 84,   
Interstate 90 and US Route 20 in south- central Massachusetts.  This lively 
Town is well known and loved for its sense of pride and history.  Many      
descendants of the Town's original inhabitants still reside in and provide  
the character of our New England community.                                 
The town was incorporated in 1738 as a small farming community.  Fiskdale   
Village located on the banks of the Quinebaug River on the west side of     
Town, saw the introduction, boom and decline of water driven mills.  All    
but one original mill still exists, many of which have been converted into  
shops and homes today.  Dams which provide power for the mills can still be 
seen along the river.  Sturbridge was also the site of the Worcester South  
Agricultural Grounds which hosted years of New England fairs complete with  
annual harness racing.   Situated off Route 20 on Cedar Lake, the site is   
now the Sturbridge Host Hotel and Conference Center.                        
The Town is most recognized as being the home of Old Sturbridge Village.    
This recreated village within our own Town depicts the look of a typical    
New England town's past, as a recreation of life in the early 1800's.       
Among Sturbridge's other charms is the Town Common which is included in a   
National Historic District.  Homes and public buildings in this area were   
constructed in the late seventeenth and early eighteen hundreds and have    
been proudly maintained in near-to-original condition.  This area is also   
home to The Publick House, a world famous period restaurant and inn,        
formerly the Elms Inn established in 1771.                                  
        (Narrative supplied by community)                          
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GEOGRAPHY  

 

 
Location  
South central Massachusetts, bordered by Brookfield and East Brookfield on the   
north; Charlton and Southbridge on the east; Union, Connecticut, on the south;   
and Holland and Brimfield on the west. Sturbridge is 22 miles southwest of       
Worcester, 32 miles east of Springfield, 45 miles southwest of Boston, and 156   
miles from New York City.  

Total Area: 38.95 sq. miles  
 
Land Area: 37.41 sq. miles  
 
Population: 7,775  
 
Density: 208 per sq. mile  
 
Climate 
(National Climatic Data Center) 
 
(East Brimfield Lake Station)  
   Normal temperature in January.....21.5°F   
   Normal temperature in July........70.3°F   
   Normal annual precipitation.......45.0"    

U.S.G.S. Topographical Plates  
   Southbridge, East Brookfield, Wales, Warren                                      

Regional Planning Agency 
   Central Massachusetts                                        

Metropolitan Statistical Area  
(1993 Definition) 
   Worcester                        
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GOVERNMENT  

 

 
Municipal Offices 
   Main Number: (508) 347-2500            
Telephone Numbers for Public Information 
 

Form of Government 
   Board of Selectmen                         
   Town Administrator                         
   Open Town Meeting                          

Year Incorporated 
   As a town: 1738   

Registered Voters (Secretary of State 1994) 
 
                         Number     %   
   Total Registered        4,428    
         
 
   Democrats               1,363    30.8  % 
   Republicans               683    15.4  % 
   Other parties               0     0.0  % 
   Unenrolled Voters       2,382    53.8  % 

Legislators 

Senators and Representatives by City and Town 
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http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/sec/cis/cistel/telidx.htm
http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/legis/citytown.htm
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HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS 

 

 
Home Sales (Banker & Tradesman)- 
Town Stats - Free market Statistics 
Subsidized Housing Units (DHCD 1998) 
DHCD Subsidized Housing Inventory 
 
 

Subsidized Housing Units: The number of housing units which count toward the municipality's 10% goal 
for low- and moderate-income housing. It includes both subsidized affordable units and market rate units 
in certain eligible subsidized developments. 

Public Housing Units (DHCD 1999) 

 
   Conventional State:     0         
   Conventional Federal:   0    

Rental Assistance(DHCD 1999) 
   State (MRVP:            0        
   Federal (Section 8):    0                
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http://www.thewarrengroup.com/home/ts
http://www.mass.gov/dhcd/components/hac/subhous.htm


  

TRANSPORTATION 

 

 
TRANSPORTATION AND ACCESS  
   Located in the Worcester area, which has three major cross-state highways:  
   the Worcester Turnpike (Route 9), Route 20, and the Massachusetts Turnpike. 
   I-495 borders to the east, I-190 links to the Fitchburg-Leominster area,    
   I-84 and I-395 connect to Connecticut and points south. The region is well  
   connected by rail and highway to the ports, airports, and intermodal        
   facilities of Boston and Providence.                                        

Major Highways 
   Principal highways are U.S. Route 20,  Interstate Routes 90 (the            
   Massachusetts Turnpike) and 84, and State Routes 131 and 148.               

Rail  
   There is no passenger or freight rail service in Sturbridge, but the        
   network of intermodal facilities serving Massachusetts and Connecticut is   
   easily accessible.                                                          

Bus  
   Sturbridge is a member of the Worcester Regional Transit Authority (WRTA)   
   but does not receive services. Peter Pan Bus Lines offers a daily excursion 
   to Old Sturbridge Village from New York City and Boston, which stops in     
   Sturbridge and Worcester.                                                   

Other  
   Southbridge Municipal Airport, a General Aviation (GA) facility located in  
   nearby Southbridge, has a 3,500'x 75' asphalt runway. Instrument approaches 
   available: Non-precision.                                                   
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CULTURE AND RECREATION 

 

 
LIBRARIES 
Board of Library Commissioners On-line Library Catalog  
MUSEUMS 
(American Association of Museums)  
   Old Sturbridge Village                                            
   1 Old Sturbridge Village Road                                     
   (508) 347-3362                                                    
    

RECREATION 
 
Telephone Numbers for Public Information  
Recreational Facilities(Recreational sites and activities) 
Department of Environmental Management Recreation Section 
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http://www.mlin.lib.ma.us/flash3.html
http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/sec/cis/cistel/
http://www.state.ma.us/dem/rec-act.htm


  

MISCELLANEOUS 

 

 
HEALTH FACILITIES 
(Dept. of Public Health 1992) 
 
Hospitals 
   None 

Long Term Care 
   None 

Hospices 
   None 

Rest Homes 
   None 
UTILITIES 
Telephone Numbers for Public Utilities 

Department of Housing and Community Development 
Mitt Romney, Governor, Jane Wallis Gumble, Director 

http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/sec/cis/cistel/
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NOTE: The COMMUNITY PROFILE draws information from a diversity of sources. The main source 
of information is listed under each section. In some instances comments submitted by the municipality 
were incorporated to correct and/or enhance the information obtained from the main source. However, 
no changes were made to those data bases which must be consistent throughout the state. DHCD has 
made efforts to ensure the accuracy of all data in the COMMUNITY PROFILES, but cannot take 
responsibility for any consequences arising from the use of the information contained in this document.  


